
IOP Newsletter October 2015

ILULA ORPHAN PROGRAM 
Dear IOP friends, 

this month has been incredible and we are more than glad to share those beautiful 
moments with the rest of our family all over the world. Thank you for reading - enjoy!
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Rachel, Radhia, and Elemina 

In this Newsletter:
1. Arrival of the new Sollerud Kindergarten playground 
2. A successful fundraise event
3. The new biogas plant - an interview with Seleman Mhanga 
4. Girls Guide event
5. Arrival of the Caravan Group 
6. Monthly update on the examination hall
7. The 1st Lord’s Hill High School graduation ceremony
8. Happy Halloween!
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ARRIVAL OF THE NEW SOLLERUD 
KINDERGARTEN PLAYGROUND 

„Nalifurahia walipo niambia na twende nyumbani kwa baba
Twende, nyumbani kwa baba“

„I was happy when I was informed, let’s go to our father’s house
Let’s go, to our father’s house“
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Everyone was very eager to help carrying the heavy parts into the library, meaning the 
task was done in a short  span of  time.  As soon as we could hear Tamari’s  beautiful 
voice starting a celebration song, we all knew this had been a very special moment.  

The  new  preschool  will  have  one  of  the  highest  standards  in  Tanzania.  The  new 
preschool will be an English-language school, using the Montessori schooling method. 
The  preschool  has  already  received  many  Montessori  materials,  which  were  partly 
donated by the Sunflower Primary School in Luxembourg and partly hand-made. And 
now it has a new playground, sponsored by Activ Lek  AS company of Norway. Thanks
 to Osmund Ueland for the great work in making great contribution to the playground 
facilities

In  the  early  morning  of  
the 6th  October 2 0 1 5, 
I O P’s  s t a ff members 
headed  to  the  ‘Holland 
 House  of
 Books’  full  of  
excitement.  A  large  
truck  was  standing  in 
front  of  the  library,  
carrying  some  treasures
 for  the  IOP Family.  The
 new play ground  for  the
 S  o  l  l  e  r  u  d
 Kindergarten  had 
arrived.
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A SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISE EVENT  
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On the 7th of October the staff of IOP organised a fundraise event to collect money for 
the first-ever graduation ceremony of the Lord’s Hill High School on the 22nd of 
October. 

Adam and Ajolon were the evening’s MCs, doing a great job entertaining all attendees. 
Of course the event started with a nice welcome word on behalf of the whole staff. All 
the girls were present, entertaining the crowd with their beautiful songs. It sounded
like they had been practicing a lot; it was a wonderful performance!
 

Collecting the money got off to a slow start. 
But then one of the volunteers came up with
 the  idea  to  donate  money  in  return  for 
Ayuni  singing  a  song.  She  was  willing  to 
sing,  but  only  for  the  amount  of  50,000 
Shillings.  People  started  bidding  and  in  a 
few minutes enough money was raised for 
Ayuni to sing a few beautiful songs. 

There  is  of  course  no  event  without  a 
speech  from  Managing  Director  Edson 
Msigwa.  He  even  surprised  everyone  by 
performing a song. After all this fun, it was 
time  for  the  main  goal  of  the  evening:  to 
raise money for the graduation ceremony. 
The  total  amount  needed  was  1,600,000 
Tsh

After  the  singing  the  fundraising  event 
gained  momentum  and  suggestions  were  flying  around,  like  doing  push-ups  for 
money. At the end of the evening a special cake was served.  People could buy a piece 
of cake and give it to someone else. The girls were lucky to be among the first tasters.

The evening ended with a tasty dinner and cake for everyone. During the dinner it was 
announced that a total amount of 1,200,000 Tsh had been raised. This made for a very 
successful evening altogether! 
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THE NEW BIOGAS PLANT  
An interview with Seleman Mhanga by Maxi Mitterhauser
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IOP soon will finish a New Biogas Plant   at 
the Center. 

The  story  starts  with  Osmund 
Ueland’s  advice  to  IOP 
administration  to  visit  farmers 
practising  conservation  agriculture in  
Njombe  region  during  Farmers festival.
 Selemani,  Edson,  Tulia 
and  Marko,  therefore  travelled  to 
Njombe  in  May  2015  to  meet with 
farmers  and  specialists  from 
Sokoine University of Agriculture. 
It  was  where  they  learnt  the  ins and 
outs of a biogas plant and they couldn’t  
wait  to  start building  one at IOP Centre.
 The Constructionstarted in August 2015
 and  will  be finished  by  the  end  of 
December. 

The project will cut down firewood consumption by 60% as firewood and 
charcoal is becoming very expensive in Ilula due to deforestation.

Secondly,  the  bio  gas  plant  will  provide  feed  to  the  pigs  as  the  bio  slurry
 which is  the  waste product of bio gas is the healthy nutrition for pigs.
Thirdly  the  bio  slurry  will  serve  as  a  good  fertilizer  for  IOP  garden  and 
farms.

A liquid of bio gas slurry also serves as a good pest side for killing garden 
pests in horticulture and other crops.
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GIRL GUIDE EVENT 

and the national anthem. 

They even received batik fabrics from 
the YWCA as gifts. All in all it was a 
beautiful day with big smiles, beautiful 
songs, and a lot of fun. 
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Another  indirect  benefit  of  the  bio  gas  plant  is  the  improvement 
health  of  cooks  as  contrary  to  firewood  which  produces  a  lot  of 
smoke which is hazardous to people health.

Lastly it reduces the cost for maintenance in painting the wall. It 
takes two month from feeding animal manure to producing bio gas
 and electricity.

Some modification will have to be done inside the current firewood kitchen 
including buying two gas banners

Therefore  the  IOP  Center  is  expecting  to  start  fully  enjoying  the 
benefit of bio gas plant by the first week of January 2016.

On 11th of October Doreen  Nimrod, the Scouts 
Secretary, Lynnchristine Isote, and Gerald, the Scouts Master,
 organized a party for the ‘Patrol Leaders’ of the scouts 
groups, because they 
graduated from form 4 or class 7. Belina, Deborah, and Hilda 
received a certificate in front of 85 scout members from 
outside of IOP and the girls from the center. They had cake, 
soda, food 
and the hall 
was fi l l ed 
w i t h  t h e  
patrol songs 
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ROAD TO PARIS COP 21 

The Act Now for Climate Justice Africa Cycling Caravan visited the IOP Family on the
20th of October 2015. Cyclists were going from country to country to raise awareness for 
climate change-related issues in Africa and collect signatures for a petition ahead of the 
COP 21 summit in Paris later this year. The caravan also passed through Tanzania and 
paid a visit to Ilula Orphan Program.
 
This  caravan  was  not  carrying  jewellery  or 
silk,  but  something  we treasure  even more: 
the  faith  for  a  better  and  safer  future. 
Through  the  caravan  they  mobilise  people 
throughout Africa to Act for Climate Justice. 

With music, dance performances, petitions, and media work they try to make the world a 
better  place.  On  the  20th  of  October  some  members  of  the  IOP  Family  got  on  their 
bicycles  to  welcome the  cyclists  along  the  way.  The caravan group is  a  partner  of  the  
Norwegian Church Aid. Norwegian Church Aid partners with IOP.
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MONTHLY UPDATE ON THE EXAMINATION HALL 
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„It is us and only 
us who can make 

sure our 
environment 

remains natural.“ 
Gerald Gabriel 

The  construction  of  an  examination  hall 
is still go i n g on .  T h e  h a l l  i s  v e r 
y important, because it is the Ministry for 
Education  and  Vocational  Training  in 
Tanzania’s  demand  that  national 
examinations  must  be  conducted  in 
examination  halls,  instead  of  regular 
classrooms. However, we thank God that
 they accepted to conduct examination in
 one room for this year only!
 

IOP is constantly expanding and working for improvement. One of the big projects right now 
is  the  construction  of  the  buildings for  the  Lord’s  Hill  High School.  The first  phase of  the 
construction of  the  classroom buildings is  completed and the classes are in use. 

Since the national  examinations will  be held in  November,  it  is  urgent  for  the hall  to  be 
usable,  if  not  necessarily  finished,  by  that  time.  The  budget  for  finishing  the  hall  to  the 
point  of  being  usable  is  336,000,000  Tsh  in  total  (about  176,843  USD).

Throughout the day there were different activities: 
they   planted  trees  and  visited  a  local  football 
match  to  get  in  contact  with  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  area.  With  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  and 
good  music  they  convinced  people  to  lend  them 
their ears and learnt about Climate Change.

Many  people  decided  to  sign  the  petition  and  after  a 
successful day a big party was held in the hall of the      
IOP Center. Stories were shared, songs were sung, and 
laughter were heard in every corner of the center
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GRADUATION 
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IOP has broken down the budget into smaller fundable parts, so that it is possible for 
anyone to donate for a particular purpose - for example cement, windows, et cetera. We 
would like to thank our friends and supporters for always helping us in times of need. 
Also, we thank Knowit Company and Engebraten High School in Norway for donating 
the start-up funds for the construction of this hall and all who have continued to donate for
 the program. IOP Tanzania continues to honour the support by making the building of the
 highest standard all the times. 

Up to now the   school already has a proud number of 153 students (79 girls and 74 boys). 22 staff
 members are taking care of the well-being of our future generation. 14 of them are teachers and 8
 are non-teaching staff such as matron, patron, cooks et cetera.

 T h i s  y e a r  o n  t h e  2 2 n d  
o f  O c t o b e r,   t h e  fi r s t  F o
 r m   4 Graduation Ceremony of 
the  Lord’s  Hill  High  School  took 
place.  The  Lord’s  Hill  High 
School was founded in 2008 after
 extensive  planning  by  IOP.  The 
aim of  the  new high  school  was 
to  help  children  in  Tanzania  to 
get a better education. On the 8th
  of  December  2011  the school 
   was  registered    with  the 
number  S4519  and  in  January 
2012  the  school  started  with 
seven  boys  and six  girls.  

Thanks  to  the  recent  support  from  different  friends  including  Hakadal  School  Youth 
School, Haldis Ostby Family and Fovea Foundation for the latest contribution making the 
funds  available  to  make  the  work  continue.  The  remaining  work,  after  the  above 
contribution, will need Tsh 132, 048,000 (69,499USD) to be finished. God bless the great 
works  of  the  IOP  Families  around  the  World.  IOP  continues  to  request  goodwill  and 
assistance from our IOP friends inside and outside Tanzania

Since  the  construction  started  in  January  2015,  all  of  the  foundation,  the  underground 
beams,  and  the  columns  have  been  completed.  This  costed  163,000,000  Tsh  (about  
86,500USD),  which  is  all  the  money  IOP had  for  this purpose. An additional amount 
of  Tsh  30,952,000Tsh  was  donated  in  October  from  Hakadal  School,  Haldis  Ostby's 
family and Fovea Foundation of Norway. Thanks to the continued support to the project!
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
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For the ceremony the entire high school was beautifully decorated and music
 playing from large speakers completed the celebratory atmosphere. As this 
was the first Form 4 graduation, everyone was very keen to make this event 
as  special  as  possible.  The  graduates  were  dressed  up  in  their  school 
uniform with graduation hats. Different performances from the students like 
dancing, singing, and even a sketch about different food nutrients and their 
chemical reactions made the day very interesting and exciting.

It is thought that Halloween finds its origins in
 the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when 
people  would  light  bonfires  and  wear 
costumes to ward off roaming ghosts.

The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the 
area that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom,
 and  northern  France,  celebrated  their  New 
Year  on  the  1st  of  November.  This  day 
marked the end of summer and the harvest, 
and the beginning of the dark, cold winter - a 
time of year often associated with death. 

Everyone  is  giving  their  best  at  this  high  school  and  this  shows  in  the 
examination results. In 2013 the students attended the national examination 
and reached second place out of 36 schools in the district, number 7 out of 
143 in the region, and 43 out of 430 out of 4 regions.

Even  though  the  school’s  performance  is  very  good,  there  are  still  some 
issues it  has to deal with. The dormitory for the girls is not finished, so the 
school uses two classrooms as temporary dormitory. In addition, a lot of lab 
materials are missing, which would allow the students to explore the subject 
of chemistry to the full extent. Nevertheless on this day all worries have been
 put aside to celebrate the graduates.
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The  Celts  believed  that  on  the  night  before  the  New  Year,  the  boundary 
between the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. Therefore on
 the night of October 31st they celebrated Samhain, and it was believed that
 the ghosts of the dead returned to earth.

And of course what would Halloween be without a little dress-up? 
So each of the  girls  got  her  own  facial  mask.  Halloween  got  
its  own  Tanzanian  cultural  touch  when  it  came  to  dancing. 
There  is  no  celebration  without  the  girls  dancing  though this 
time it was all about different scary ways of dancing.  Respecting 
the  tradition  of  Halloween,  the  girls  got  candy  and  of  course  to  
celebrate  like  Tanzanians  do,  they  got  "Maandazi"  in  addition. 
They  hung  the  Maandazi  on  a  string  from  the  ceilling  and  the  
girls  had  to  eat  them  without  using  their  hands.  The  whole 
evening was rounded up with the movie ‚Matilda‘.  

By the 9th century the influence of Christianity had spread to 
the  Celtic  lands,  where  it  gradually  blended  with  the  older  
Celtic  rites.  The  church established an ‚All  Souls Day‘,  a day to 
honour  the  dead.  The  All  Souls  Day  celebration  was  also  called 
All-hallows  and  the  traditional  night  of  Samhain  in  the  Celtic  
religion  began  to  be  called  All-hallows  Eve  and,  eventually, 
Halloween.Over  time,  Halloween  evolved  into  a 
community-based  event  characterised  by  child-friendly  activities 
such as trick-or-treating.

This  year  Halloween  also  made  an  appearance  in  Tanzania.  
Winifrida  Mlonga  together  with  Anlaug  Gjernes  organised 
different  games  for  the girls of the center. The first big game 
was a treasure hunt. The girls were put together in small groups 
and had to find six different stations, each with a question about
 IOP.  At  the end the answers were collected and the  fastest 
group won the treasure hunt. 
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INITIATIVES  

1. Do you have some OLD PIECES OF FABRIC that you don’t know what to do 
with? They would be very useful for our girls HERE at IOP CENTER! They could be 
used to create covers for our old chairs! Please send us your old pieces of fabric!

2. IOP has some projects that need fundraising and financial support! 

Funds to complete the examination hall and the girls’ dormitory at the Lord’s Hill 
High School;

Annual running expenses of $25,000 for the IOP Center (Orphanage);

Finishing the new welding house $9,800;

Annual running expenses of the IOP pre- school “Kids’ Corner” $10,500;

We have a good number of students waiting for Sponsorship so they can go to 
school. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you would like more information about projects and/or sponsoring opportunities,

please contact: 

 
 

If you have any questions concerning new projects, please send an email to our IOP 

Managing Director Edson: edmsigwa@yahoo.com 

IOP Tanzania Edson: edmsigwa@yahoo.com

IOP Norway Ingunn: iop.norge@gmail.com

IOP Netherlands Annelies: info@iopnederland.nl

IOP Luxembourg Helen: helen.clarke@sunflower.lu

IOP USA Stephanie or Ron: 
stephaniegraber07@hotmail.com 
porterronaldj@gmail.com
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IOP Italy Deborah and Massimo: iopitalia@gmail.com

IOP Denmark Lene: iop.denmark@gmail.com

IOP Sweden Annica: annicarenberg@hotmail.com

IOP Germany Irma and Jos: irma.jansen@ancor.de 
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